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Dear Friends,

A very happy New Year to you all. | hope that you had a joyful
Christmas and that 2012 will be a year of blessing for each of
you and for Emmanuel United Reformed Church.

I am greatly looking forward to the theme of
our Ministry and Mission programme for
2012, which is ‘Living Words’. An excellent
programme is being prepared, one which is
going to give us opportunities to explore
how words are used well in a variety of
contexts, Biblical and otherwise. For us as
Christians of course, as we have been
reminded in Carol services over the

' Christmas season, ‘the word’ has a special

resonance because of the great prologue to
John’s Gospel that has been read in
services of lessons and carols: ‘in the
beginning was the Word'. John here is
mediating on the sublime mystery that
Jesus is God's Word to us, God’s supreme
way of speaking to us and communicating
with us. And Jesus’ words that he spoke
were living words, which is why they were
remembered and are cherished and live on
2000 years after they were uttered. Jesus’
words recorded in the gospels continue to
be God’'s way of addressing us and they
bring life to many.

John however, in his gospel, is not

just saying that God speaks to us through the words of Jesus.
John’s prologue to his gospel comes to a great crescendo when
he says, ‘the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of
grace and truth.” In other words (!) God has spoken to us in Jesus
as a person. Jesus is God's word to us in his flesh and in the



things he did - pronouncing forgiveness to sinners, welcoming
outcasts, healing the sick, driving out evil forces, and finally dying
on the cross and rising again. All this is God’'s living Word,
expressed in ways that could not only be heard but seen and
touched and handled as well. As the Epistle to the Hebrews puts it,
‘When in times past God spoke to our forefathers, he spoke in many
and varied ways through the prophets. But in this final age he has
spoken to us in His Son...’

The Scottish poet Edwin Muir has a poem called ‘The
Incarnate One’ in which he wrote, in criticism of certain kinds of
religion, “‘The Word made flesh here is made word again.” Muir’s
target in his poem was actually a certain kind of dour and sin-
drenched religion that was all too common in Scotland, and that
was obsessed with right belief. This was a religion that wrangled
over certain abstract doctrines, pre-occupied with dotting every ‘i’
and crossing every ‘t’, pinning God down with the right formulas like
a butterfly on a pin. Muir lamented the fact that is all this the Word
made flesh had become word again- just barren words.

Words are wonderful. Carefully chosen and honed, they can
communicate great depths of meaning and unlock the world to us.
Our worship services are full of words — in prayers, and hymns and
readings and sermons. But when all is said, words need to be done.
They need to take flesh and come alive in the lives of God’s people.

Let us pray that in the coming year, as we consider ‘Living
Words’, each one of us individually and together as a church we
might be come a living Word of God, the Word made flesh once
again.

A very happy New Year to you all.

Lance

GRATEFUL THANKS to all those who helped in any way with the
Church Christmas Lunch - it was very much appreciated and a good
time was had by all.




Sunday Morning Worship at Trumpington Street (TS) at 10.45am.

And at Cherry Hinton Road (CHR) at 10.30am.
Nursery (TS) from 10.30am.
Choir practice (TS) Sundays at 9.30am

Sunday 1st TS Morning Worship with St Columba’s.
Communion.  Revd Nigel Uden.
CHR Revd Norman Setchell
Wednesday 4th 10.30 Fare Shares Café opens for 2012!
Thursday 5th 7.30 Elders Meeting.
Friday 6th 6.30 Celebration Supper. See next page.

Sunday 8th TS Morning Worship. Revd Dr Lance Ston  e.
CID Group Annette Stuart
CHR Penny Flynn

Tuesday Friday 13th 6.30 Fare Shares Café New Year Supper.

Sunday 15th TS Morning Worship. Branwen Rees.
CHR Revd Dr Lance Stone
Tuesday 17th  7.15 Emmanuel Forum. See next page.

Sunday 22nd TS and CHR Morning Worship.
Revd Dr Lance Stone.
CID Group Dr Janet Bottoms
followed by Church Meeting at 12 noon.
Tuesday 24th  1.00 Students and Scholars Lunch. See p.
7.00 After Eights New Year Supper. See p. 9

Sunday 29th TS Morning Worship. Revd Dr Lance Sto  ne.
CHR Richard Lewney.

February 1st 7.30 Elders Meeting
Thursday 2nd  1.00 Lunchtime Concert. See p.9

Sunday February 5th TS Morning Worship with Commu  nion.
Revd Dr Lance Stone
CHR Revd Norman Setchell
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Don't forget the first in our new FORUM series beginning on
Tuesday January 17 "—meal at 7.15—talk at 8.00
John Proctor is going to be leading us on the theme of

‘Reading Other People’s Mail.
Why bother with Paul today?’

St Paul has always been a controversial figure in the
Christian church, yet much of our theology derives from his
letters that make up much of the New Testament. No-one is
better qualified to open up Paul’s letters and his thoughts to us
than John Proctor.

Emmanuel people are invited to bring their own food so we
can eat together at 7.15 and the talk will begin at 8.00 pm.

Make Emmanuel Forum a date every month and be there!
There is a list and further details on p. 13

will re-open on Wednesday 4th January at 10.30am
Please continue to support this important part of the
Mission and Ministry at Emmanuel.

Following the success of Twelfth Night Dinners in
recent years, this will be another occasion to don
the posh frock or dinner jacket on Friday
January 6th at 6.30pm. Bring the family or come
on your own and join with friends for an evening of
good food, enjoyable company and
quality home-spun entertainment.

Tickets must be bought in advance and are available from

Jan Nicholls or church office price £15 (£7.50 children). A limited
number of tickets are available at £10 for those who will join in the
washing up and clearing away. Offers of entertainment (and help)
also to Jan or sign the list in the Garden Room.

CLOSING DATE FOR TICKETS - Sunday 1st January
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LONDON CITY MISSION

‘The object of this institution is to extend the knowledge of the

Gospel among the inhabitants of London and its vicinity,

especially the poor.” (16th May 1835)
Over 150 years have passed and the work of the mission continues—
adapting to changing circumstances.

‘London City Mission exists to share with the people of London,

patiently, sensitively and individually, the transforming love of

God in Jesus Christ, and to enable them to join his church.’
Around 150 paid staff are engaged in their ministries, with around 200
volunteers also directly involved. LCM evangelists are engaged in
District Ministries reaching out to the whole population of some of
London’s neediest areas. These include missionaries attached to
local churches as evangelists as well as missionaries staffing
Christian centres owned by LCM. They are employed in workplace
ministries, in some cases as office chaplains, among railway staff,
underground staff, bus staff, police, ambulance workers, post office
workers, theatre workers, council workers, factory workers, taxi
drivers, news vendors, seafarers and market stall holders. They are
also involved in ministries to special groups, such as children
(including schools work, holiday clubs and summer camps), hospital
patients, elderly people in residential homes, tourists (and other street
evangelism), refugees, street girls, homeless people, and ethnic
groups (e.g. Spanish, Arab, Asian, Turkish, Kurdish, Jewish, New
Age, Chinese, Travellers). | have pastoral experience of the
invaluable work done by LCM and in addition recent news of their
work and a DVD are available, together with the website
www.lcm.org.uk.

Ted Dennison

THANKS from Traidcraft Exchange: ‘Thank you for your recent generous
donation of £500 to Traidcraft Exchange. Gifts like this come as great
encouragement to everyone at Traidcraft, but this gift is especially welcome
in these challenging economic times. Please do pass our thanks on to
those who support our work through buying Traidcraft products.’

Maureen Kendall




January 3™ There will be NO MEETING today
10" Doreen Bishop
17" Maureen Kendall
24" Margaret Leeke
31%  Brian Mizon
* % %

Our sad news this month is of the death of Ken Horton . Ken and
his wife, Jean, have both been loyal and helpful members of the
Fellowship for several years and members of the church itself for much
longer. Ken sang in the church choir and was part of a smaller group of
singers and readers who used to entertain at the Fellowship and special
meetings of other groups. We shall long remember Ken singing some of
the popular ‘Music Hall’ songs and patrticularly his rendering of ‘Oh Holy
Night’ at our Carol Services. Ken loved children and had an ability to
tune in with youngsters who for some reason, found communication
difficult. Our prayers and love are with Jean and her family.

Back in November Jane Mann spoke to us about the work of the
‘Street Pastors’ in which she is involved. These can be seen around
the town on Friday and Saturday nights befriending some of the people
there (many quite young) who have become the worse for wear as a
result of ‘celebrating’ or who are otherwise in need of a kind word or
gentle direction. People from various Cambridge churches are active in
this work — which is also supported by the City Council and the Police.

Later in November we ventured into “What’'s My Line?” following
the idea of a former TV programme. Several members each offered a
few seconds of mime while the rest of us tried to work out what type of
occupation they had once followed. We proved to be quite a mixed
bunch including a nurse; a lorry driver carrying Sunlight laundry;
telephonists and those involved in personnel work, surveying, testing
and labelling medical samples and some occupied with computers - in
the days when computers were ‘fed’ with cards or ‘ticker tape’.

At the time of writing we are looking forward to our Annual Carol
Service with items suggested and delivered by members. Our collection
on this occasion will be sent to help the wonderful work of the local
Children’s Hospices.

Julia Stone
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Music in Emmmanuel

FREE concerts at 1pm with 'retiring collection'

The lunchtime concert series will begin again on
Thursday 2 February with Cordelia Williams - piano
Couperin Huitieme Ordre
La Raphaéle, Courante, Passacaille, La Morinéte

Schubert Sonata in C minor, D.958
Allegro, Adagio, Menuetto, Allegro




The Sorry Saga of the Parking Tickets.

Some of you were embroiled in a very unfortunate parking incident
back in July when a number of cars with disability stickers belonging
to Emmanuel people were ticketed. | have been following this up for
some months and eventually | have had a visit
from a police officer in response to my
complaint. | thought | should share with you what
came out of the meeting as it is reassuring.

A few salient points:
1) The ticketing was done not by traffic wardens
but by the police as the cars were deemed to be causing an
obstruction. Traffic wardens can only ticket when someone is
illegally parked (these cars were not).
2) The police acted in response to a complaint (possibly more than
one).
3) The reason they were deemed to be causing an obstruction was
because the town was exceptionally busy that day due to some
event. Normally there is no problem at all about cars with stickers
parking there.
4) The police are anxious that people should continue to feel free to
park there as they have in the past. They suggest that if there is
another Sunday when the town seems very busy that people put a
note in their windscreen to the effect of ‘The owner of this car is
worshipping in Emmanuel United Reformed Church. In the event of
the car being deemed to be causing an on obstruction please notify’.
As it is hard to know sometimes when the town is going to be busy |
suggest it might be an idea, to be safe. to print a card with that
message on it and that you leave it in the windscreen each week.
5) I got an admission from someone from Central Ticket Office that
they regretted that the incident had been handled this way, with the
issuing of tickets.

| think in the light of all this that people with
disability stickers can feel reasonably confident
_ about continuing to park out side Emmanuel as
they have done for years.

Lance
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How much do we know about the figures who look down on us whenever we
are worshipping in Emmanuel, Trumpington Street? The Ministry and Mission
programme Group has prepared a small exhibition about their lives—and you
are welcome to add any information of your own. There is also a booklet on
sale at the back of the church.

Cromwell and Milton were national figures — even in their own lifetimes —
but of the other four, they are fathers in the faith of the Independents, and we
do not hear much about them. This is an opportunity to find out about
Barrow and Greenwood , Hussey and Holcroft , and then you can share the
information with visitors to Emmanuel!

To complete the ‘Stained Glass in Emmanuel’ experience, stand at the front
of the church and look back to the Rose window above the Gallery — it is
worth a moment'’s contemplation. . . .
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Scholars and Student Lunches
Mark Reader is starting a new venture to invite students and scholars
of all sorts to meet for lunch in the Fare Shares Café on a regular
basis. These will meet fortnightly starting on Tuesday, 24th January
from 1-2pm. Please talk to Mark if you hope to come, or email him on
mar58@cam.ac.uk It depends on numbers if you will need to order
in advance, but initially he hopes to order from the normal menu.
11
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It is very sad to report the death of Ken Horton, who was a
very active member at Cherry Hinton Road up until ill-
health prevented him in the past couple of years. Ken died
at Woodlands Care Home on December 2™. Ken's
warmth, his humour, his beautiful singing voice will be
remembered by all who knew him. We remember Jean
and the family in our prayers.

Sunday December 4™ was a day of
great celebration for Leila Brown as she
celebrated her 100" birthday. Many
friends, family and members of both
Emmanuel and Castle Street Methodist
Church, where Leila has worshipped
latterly, gathered for a wonderful
afternoon of singing and food.
Congratulations, Leila!

Sunday December 4™ was also the third
anniversary of Janet Mayor being taken
into the Brambles Care Home in
Impington. Since then Stephen has
visited every single day which meant
that Friday December 9" marked Stephen’s 1100" visit!
We also remember in our prayers several of our community who
have been unwell recently, including Virginia Cole, Les Bailey and
Marilyn, who works in the café. Marilyn was taken ill one lunchtime,
and had two days in hospital, before returning home to await further
tests. We hope they will all soon be on the mend and our prayers
are with them at this time.
We also hope that we may all have a peaceful time this Christmas,
with time to reflect on the great gift that God has given to the world
in his son Jesus Christ. And we wish everyone God’'s blessing for
the New Year, 2012!

* k k k%
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Feb 21%:

Mar 20" :
Apr 17"

May 15™ :

Jun 19" :

Jul 17" :

Sep 18™M

Oct 16" :

Nov 20" :

Dec18™ :

Third Tuesdays, bring food to share at 7.15.
Talk at 8.00 pm followed by discussion

Reading Other People’s Mail. Why bother with Paul today?
A fresh look at Paul's New Testament Writings.
Revd John Proctor.

Can We Be Trusted to Read the Bible?
What are some of the pitfalls in reading the Bible?
Revd Dr John Campbell, High Cross URC, Tottenham.

Combined Lent House-group. Topic to be announced.

1662 and All That.
The significance of the year 1662 for us today.
Revd Dr. David Cornick.

The Bible and Shakespeare.
‘What gospel themes are explored in Shakespeare's plays'?
Dr Janet Bottoms, former Fellow of Homerton College

Theology in Music. Listening to music and hearing theology,
Revd Dr John Bradbury.

Stem cells and synthetic biology - playing God again?
A Christian perspective on stem cell research.
Prof. Sir Brian Heap, former Master of St Edmund’s College.

Brush Strokes of Faith - reading God’s word in paintings
Jane Bower

‘He taught them in Parables’. Fresh ways of hearing Jesus'
familiar stories.
Revd Dr Susan Durber, Principal, Westminster College.

Why | am a Roman Catholic.
A personal perspective on Roman Catholicism
Dr Anna Rowlands, Margaret Beaufort Institute, Cambridge.

Combined Advent House-group. Topic to be announced.
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January London City Mission (Ted Dennison) See p.6.
February The Asian Rural Institute in Japan (Margaret Reynolds)

A Christian training centre for rural workers in a prime position to
support communities still suffering the impact of the recent earthquake.
March A collection to supplement the Emmanuel regular donations to local
charities.

April  Olive Aid (Margaret Thompson)

Supporting Palestinian farmers in replanting olive groves destroyed in
years of conflict.
May Cambridge Money Advice Centre (Lance Stone)

A local charity giving impartial advice for people struggling with debt or
other money problems.
June Jerusalem Eye Hospital ( Margaret Todman)

Providing vital eye treatment not only in Jerusalem but through clinics in
the West Bank and Gaza.

July/August Cambridge Prison Fellowship (John Kendall)

Particularly in support of their programme for providing Christmas gifts
for prisoners’ children.

September To be arranged. October Commitment for Life (1% Appeal)
November Agano Asafo (Paul Austin)
For the purchase of equipment for a community library in Ghana, set up
with the help of members of St. Columba’s and Emmanuel.
December Christmas Appeal - to be arranged.
Annette Stuart, Ted Dennison, John Kendall

WANTED ...is there something here that you could take

on in the New Year?
1. The cafe needs people on the till who can also welcome and speak
with visitors. Rosemary Johnston or Ted Dennison can tell you how
easy it is to work the till.

2. The cafe needs ‘washer uppers’ - could you manage 2-3hrs?

3. General volunteers to help in the kitchen or front of house also needed
from time to time.

4, Occasional help on a Sunday to act as ‘caretaker’ - lights out, secure
the building, leave it ready for the Korean Church

5. Offer a lift to church to someone on a Sunday morning.

If you can help in any way - please speak to Jan Nicholls.
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Contacts: John and Maureen Kendall
Tel: 500593
Westminster College Rep:
Branwen Rees / Josh Norris

Evening Worship at 6.30pm
shared with Castle Street Methodists

iJanuary 1st 2012 New Years Day.
5 No Service at the Mission.
; Ecumenical morning service at St Giles at 11.00am.
{January 8th At Castle Street Methodist.
: 15th  Branwen Rees.
22nd At Castle Street Methodist.
: 29th  Ecumenical at St Luke’s.
i February 5th Revd Dr Lance Stone.

Can YOU help?

Care Network Cambridgeshire is looking for volunteers to
join their scheme which gives help at home for up to three
weeks after someone has been discharged from hospital. If
interested, contact Margaret Thompson. More information
on the website www.care-network.org.uk

Notices for each Sunday’s sheet should reach the church
office by 9.00am on the previous Wednesday [by paper,
‘phone, or email].
Contributions for the next issue - February 2012 - of the
Newsletter (named or initialled) should be with the editor (in
the Newsletter pigeon hole in the Garden Room or emailed to
maukenl7@gmail.com by Sunday January 22nd -

Thank you.
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Minister: Revd Dr Lance Stone 529713 (or office308988)

Organist Emmanuel TS Mark Dawes 01954 212514
Community Development Director:Jan Nicholls 351174
Time for God Worker: Clémence Haacke 351174
Office Assistant: Anne Field 351174
Secretaries:
Church Secretary: Margaret Thompson 362500
Elders Secretary: Liz Barrow 369212
Finance:
Chair of Committee: Mark Reader 351174
Receiving: Church Office 351174
Disbursing: Church Office 351174
Envelopes: Jo Roach 521004
Gift Aid: Elaine Proctor 741092
Junior Church & Young People:  Philippa Jones 425655
Library: Diane Saxon 779651
Newsletter Editor: Maureen Kendall 500593
Flower Rota: Vacant
REFORM distributor Andy McKenzie 213527
Chief Steward: Ruth Blackman 248344

Church office: 01223 351174

Church email address: emmanuelurc@btinternet.com

Church website: http://www.emmanuel-urc.org.uk

Church address: Trumpington Street, Cambridge. CB2 1RR
Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge. CB1 7AJ
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‘Lord, to whom shall we go?

Your words are words of eternal life.'
John 6:68
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